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New Sections to 

the Draft 

Ordinance
GROUP ADULT DAYCARE
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4.33 Adult and childcare centers
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Permitted in B-3, I-1 and I-2 districts as special land use
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Definitions:
Adult Day Care Facility. A facility which provides daytime care for any part of a day 

but less than 24 hours for functionally impaired elderly persons through a structured 

program of social and rehabilitative or maintenance services in a supportive group 

setting other than the client’s home.

Child Care Center. A facility, other than a private residence, receiving one or more 

preschool or school age children for group day care for periods of less than 24 hours 

a day, and where the parents or guardians are not immediately available to the 

child. It includes a facility that provides care for not less than two consecutive weeks, 

regardless of the number of hours of care per day. This facility is also described as a 

childcare center, day care center, day nursery, nursery school, parent cooperative 

preschool, play group, early childhood program, child development center, early 

learning center, or drop in center. Child care center or day care does not include a 

Sunday school conducted by a religious institution or a facility operated by a religious 
organization where children are cared for during short periods of time while persons 

responsible for such children are attending religious services.18



Childcare centers:
 Planning Commission has to determine that the proposed center does not create 

an excessive number of centers, as determined by need

 Adequate off-street parking required; no drop-off or pick-up in right-of-way

 Outdoor activity areas separated from parking, for safety

 There is provided and maintained a minimum of 75 square feet of indoor or outdoor 
play area per child and provided that such total area shall not be less than 1,500 
square feet.

 Outdoor play areas shall be enclosed with a fence not less than 60 inches in height 
and screened from any adjoining lot or use.

 Pick-up and drop-off areas shall be provided, with the location(s) and layout 
subject to Planning Commission approval.
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Adult daycare centers:
 Encouraged to comply with National Adult Day Services Association standards

 Must have 60 square feet of activity area indoors per participant

 Must have designated, supervised rest area for participants separate from 

activity area

 Must have 50 square feet of outdoor activity area per participant, including 

resting and shaded areas
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Questions?
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New Sections to 

the Draft 

Ordinance
ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE
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4.50 Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
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Allowed in all districts
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In General:

 Permit required (electric and building)

 Charging spot counts towards overall parking count

 No minimum charging spaces required (not a requirement to have)

 You can’t park in a charging space if you aren’t charging

 Owner has the ability to charge-fees for charging have to be clearly 
marked

 If principal use of land is to charge vehicles, then it gets treated like 
a gas station and is a special land use

 Private charging stations are for private use 

 The city would like to know where all charging stations are and who 
owns them
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Commercial charging stations

 For non-residential or ROW: located on end or beginning of block

 Developments that have 3 or more charging stations, one has to be 

barrier free

 Where possible charging stations should be placed together to limit 

infrastructure necessary to supply them

 Charging station cannot interfere with accessibility
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Design standards for commercial & 

Right-of-Way

 Infrastructure for charging station has to be underground

 Solar canopies for charging station are permitted (14’ height)

 Charging station has to have adequate lighting

 Height of connection device and regulation to keep cords in orderly 

fashion

 Protection of charging station required (like bollards)
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Signage

Battery handling & storage

 Appropriate signage required (approved by City) indicating hours, 

charging of vehicles only, and any tow-away information

 Directional signs allowed (points to directional signage)

 Information regarding charging station (volts, etc) to be provided

 Statement about how to handle electric vehicle battery when 

damaged
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New Sections to 

the Draft 

Ordinance
MOBILE FOOD VENDING
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4.51 Mobile Food Vending
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Allowed in POSD, B-2, B-3, B-4, I-1, I-2, PSP
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Temporary Land Use:  Location

 Permitted on private property that is vacant or non-residentially used

 Must have approval of owners

 Parked on hard surface (not in landscaping)

 Not in a “sensitive environment” like flood plains

 Can’t be parked in a way to interfere with pedestrian activity or 

vehicle site distance

 Customers can line up on sidewalks as long as 6’ of unobstructed 

sidewalk is available
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Other requirements:
 If more than 2 food trucks on one site, manager has to be present and 

bathroom provided within 200’ of units

 Each food truck, once per week per property.  Can locate to different 

properties

 Can only sell food and non-alcoholic beverages

 Must have a trash receptacle and must empty when leaving

 In general, no operation between 10pm-7am; however, zoning administrator 

can extend hours if there will be no impact on adjacent owners

 In general, food truck can’t take spaces needed for operating business on site 

(but there is leniency) and at least 3 parking spaces for food truck required

 Seating may be provided for up to 12 customers-one additional parking space 

required for each 2 seats (there is leniency)

 Only walk-up vending, no drive-through vending
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Other requirements:

 Only signage permitted is on truck or 1 sandwich board

 No sound permitted

 No additional lighting allowed, except by ZBA once its determined that 

lighting won’t spill to adjacent properties

 If porta-potty provided, may be placed 1 day before then removed (at 
least 100’ from residential)

 Annual permit required.
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the Draft 

Ordinance
RECYCLING AND RELATED USES
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4.52 Recycling & related uses
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Allowed in I-1 and I-2 only
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Staff note:
A little background:

When the county came to Planning Commission for site plan review for their new 

garage facility (which will be adjacent to residential), there was a big neighbor 

turn-out.    The main concern relayed to Planning Commission was that this would 

end up being the site of the county’s recycling facility.  Needless to say, the 

neighbors were not at all happy about the traffic, noise, or potential smells and 

lack of aesthetics this kind of use may bring.

At that time, Planning Commissioner’s confirmed that the site plan being 

approved was for storage only-not a recycling center.   It was also stated to 

residents that the “new” ordinance would only allow a recycling center in the 

industrial zones; hence, protecting them from this use.
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Junk Yards permitted in I-1 as a 

Special Land Use

 Definition of “Junk Yard”:

Junkyard. An open area licensed by the state of Michigan where waste, used or 

secondhand material is bought and sold, exchanged, stored, baled, packed, 

disassembled, or handled including but not limited to scrap iron and other metals, paper, 

rags, tires, and bottles. A “junk yard” includes automobile wrecking yards and includes any 

area of more than 200 square feet for storage, keeping or abandonment of junk but does 

not include uses established entirely within enclosed buildings. The term “junk yard” does 

not include collection stations for residential recyclables.
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Junk yard requirements:
 6-8 foot fence required around yard with 20’ minimum landscaped area 

between fence and property line

 No burning

 Not allowed next to residential

 Not allowed in flood plain

 All machinery and structures have to comply with setbacks

 Have to comply with city requirements for noise, dust, fumes, etc

 All industrial processes (cutting, packaging, etc) have to be done within 

enclosed building

 Hazardous chemical language (approved underground storage, etc)

 No stacking beyond height limit for structures in district

 Spill prevention plan with Fire Chief

 Hours of operation limited to between 7am-10pm39



Recycling collection facilities 

(permitted in I-1 & I-2):
 6-8 foot fence required around yard with 20’ minimum landscaped area 

between fence and property line

 Outdoor storage area has to have approved all weather surface

 No stacking beyond height of fence

 Items stored outside have to be in containers

 All garbage (non recyclables) have to be in a dumpster, emptied at least 1 

time per week

 Machinery/structures have to comply with setbacks

 Drop off areas have to be supervised during open hours and kept clean

 Cannot be in a flood plain

 Hours limited to 7am-10pm
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Recycling processing facilities 

(permitted in I-1 and I-2):
 6-8 foot fence required around yard with 20’ minimum landscaped 

area between fence and property line

 Outdoor storage area has to have approved all weather surface

 No stacking beyond height of fence

 Items stored outside have to be covered or in containers

 All garbage (non recyclables) have to be in a dumpster, emptied at 
least 1 time per week

 Machinery/structures have to comply with setbacks

 Drop off areas have to be supervised during open hours and kept clean

 All industrial processes (cutting, packaging, etc) have to be done within 
enclosed building

 Loading/docks screened from residential

 Not to be located in flood plain

 Hours limited to 7am-10pm
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SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS
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4.53 Solar energy systems

Page 150
Large systems allowed in I-1 and I-2 as Special Land Use

Medium systems permitted use in POSD, B-2, B-4, FS, I-1, 1-2, and PSP

Small systems permitted use in all districts

Medium rooftop only systems permitted in HCHSD and B-3
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Small solar energy systems:
 Building Official approves-if there is belief of neighbor impact, Building Official may 

require site plan

 Ground-mounted systems require Planning Commission approval

 Ground-mounted systems are not allowed in residential or B-3

 Certain instances will never require site plan (roof mounted, certain sizes, etc)

 Mechanicals (not panels) can be placed in a rear or side yard with screening

 Panels must be placed so radiation or glare does not infringe on traffic or 

neighboring properties

 If system is not operable or abandoned or deemed unsafe, Building Official can 

require it to be fixed or removed

 Panels may extend up to 5’ above height of roof (even if exceeding height limits in 

district)

 Panels may not exceed roof area or hang over edge of roof
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Small solar energy systems (ground-

mounted):
 Have to comply with setbacks and height limitations for accessory structures in 

district (but no higher than 20’)

 Cannot be located in front yard-except I-1 or I-2 (can be in non-required front 

yard)

 Maximum coverage area of 3,500 square feet, including paved areas

 If paved area is greater than 2,000 square feet, city engineer approves 
drainage plan

 Panels can’t be located closer than their height to the property line

 Systems have to be screened
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Medium solar energy systems:
 Professionally prepared site plan required

 Equipment (not panels) in side or rear yard only, 5’ min. from lot line and 

screening required (leniency available)

 Placed to limit concentrated radiation or glare to traffic or on neighboring 

properties

 If system is not operable or abandoned or deemed unsafe, Building Official 

can require it to be fixed or removed

 Roof panels may extend up to 5’ above height of roof (even if exceeding 
height limits in district)

 Roof panels may not exceed roof area or hang over edge of roof
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Medium solar energy 

systems(ground-mounted):
 Ground-mounted have to meet setbacks and if bordering 

residential, 50’ setback

 Have to comply with height limitations for accessory structures in 

district (but no higher than 20’ in the R-2 district)

 Cannot be located in front yard-except I-1 or I-2 (can be in non-

required front yard)

 Maximum coverage area of ½ acre, including paved areas

 If paved area is greater than 2,000 square feet, city engineer 

approves drainage plan

 Panels can’t be located closer than their height to the property line

 Systems have to be screened
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Large solar energy systems:

 All are treated as special land uses in the industrial district

 If there is a principal building, cannot be located in front yard

 Screening requirements and secured by a fence

 No maximum ground coverage but have to comply with setbacks for district

 Planning Commission verifies the use in harmony with the district and 

considers items considered in a site plan (drainage, screening, etc)
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Ordinance
WIND ENERGY SYSTEMS
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4.54 Wind energy systems

Page 153
Permitted in POSD, FS, I-1 and I-2 districts
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Wind energy systems:
 Wind resource study on the property over the period of at least one year is 

required (except for anemometer tower)

 Land shall be at least 5 acres or big enough to meet setback standards

 Height measured from ground to tip of blade in upright position

 Height limit of 150’ feet (Planning Commission can grant up to 200’)

 Lowest point created by arc of blade has to be at least 20’ from the ground

 Tower setback is 3 times the height of the tower from the property line

 Distance between towers, equal to 4 times the height of the tallest tower

 Sound levels can’t exceed sixty five (65) decibels on the dB(A) scale

 Lighting prohibited unless required by FAA

 Cannot produce vibrations (noticeable to humans) beyond property line
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Wind energy systems (continued):
 Transmission lines have to be underground

 Existing natural features have to be preserved (whenever possible)

 Screening required along roadways and residential borders (unless Planning Commission 
agrees that natural screening is adequate)

 If a building is present, wind energy system cannot be in front yard

 System has to meet state and federal requirements

 Have to be constructed so they don’t interfere with other signals in the area

 Monopole mast has to be used with steel/neutral color (unless Planning Commission allows 
another color due to migration route)

 Special land use and site plan application have to be accompanied by soil report to prove 
foundation will be stable, shadow flicker model, and hazard prevention plan

 One sign (4 square feet) on tower base with emergency contact information 

 Any abandoned or inoperable/unsafe wind energy system will receive notice to remove 
within 90 days and site returned as near to normal as possible

 Performance bond (equal to price of removal) is a requirement

 Requirements apply to technology available at time of approval
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Wind energy systems
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